UK Patent Application „ S ,GB „„2 378 340 „3,A 



(43) Date of A Publication 05.02.2003 



(21) 


Application No 0118604.8 


(51) INT CL 7 






H04N 1 /387 


(22) 


Date of Filing 31.07.2001 








(52) UK CL (Edition V ) 






H4F FGH FGJ 


(71) 


Applicant(s) 






Hewlett Packard Company 


(56! Documents Cited 




(incorporated in USA - Delaware) 


EP 0824246 A2 




3000 Hanover Street, Palo Alto. 






Calffornia 94304, United States of America 


(58) Field of Search 






UK CL (Edition T ) H4F FGG FGH FGJ FGS FGT, H4T 


(72) 


Inventor(s) 


TCHA TCHX 




Stephen Philip Cheatle 


Other: Online databases: WPI, EPODOC, JAPIO 


(74) 


Agent and/or Address for Service 






Hewlett-Packard Limited 






intellectual Property Section, Rrton Road, 






Stoke Gifford, BRISTOL, BS34 8QZ, 
United Kingdom 





(54) Abstract Title 

Generation of an image bounded by a frame or of overlapping images 



(57) A method of analysing an image according to a 
compositional rule, in particular one which identifies 
"must include" areas 3, and "must exclude" areas 5, is 
used to select an image boundary which best fits the 
image, particularly which excludes the majority of "must 
exclude" regions. The image boundary may be selected 
from a plurality of geometric shapes 6-11, which may 
be defined or modified by the user. 

Also described is a method of inserting cropped 
images into a predefined arrangement of image 
boundaries (Fig 3). 

Further described is a method of placing images 
in a display area such that some images overlap a 
portion of at least one other image, whereby the 
overlapping portions obscure one or more regions to be 
excluded (Fig 4). 



At least one drawing originally filed was informal and the print reproduced here is taken from a later filed formal copy. 
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AUTOMATIC FRAME SELECTION AND LAYOUT OF ONE OR MORE 
IMAGES AND GENERATION OF IMAGES BOUNDED BY A FRAME 

The present invention relates to a method of defining an image boundary which acts to 
frame an image or which serves to define an area of an image which is to be displayed, a 
computer program product which, when run on a data processor, causes the data processor 
to execute the method of defining an image boundary, and an image processing system for 
defining an image boundary and for presenting one or more bounded images for display. 

There already exists software and image processing systems that allow a user to position a 
captured image within an image boundary, thereby cropping (i.e. excluding portions) the 
image to generate greeting cards or photo-montage layouts, or other similar products. The 
shape of the image boundary is selected by the user. The selection of the shape of the 
image boundary is, in some circumstances, particularly burdensome to the user. For 
example, when wishing to generate a greetings card a user must select one of a number of 
different generic image boundary shapes. The appropriate selection of the shape of the 
image boundary for any particular image to generate a pleasing end result may either be 
time consuming, or beyond the artistic capabilities of the user. Additionally or 
alternatively, the user may simply wish to generate the greetings card in as a short time as 
possible. 

It is also known to provide photo-montages. A photo-montage is a number of individual 
images individually arranged within an overall boundary (which defines the extent of a 
display region) and/or arranged to overlap one another. The time taken to manually select 
appropriate images and to either physically or electronically "cut and paste" and scale the 
selected images to produce the final montage can be prohibitive to many users, even though 
it has been found that the resulting photo-montage is a particularly pleasing way of 
presenting a number of images. 

It would therefore be advantageous to provide a method of and apparatus for automating 
the selection of images to create greeting cards, photo-montages, or the like and to 
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automatically define appropriate image boundaries for such greeting cards or 
photo-montages. 

The main requirement in such a method and system is to define an appropriate image 
boundary, either with reference to a number of predefined image outlines, or simply in 
relation to the image itself. 

According to a first aspect of the present invention there is provided a method of arranging 
at least one image within a display area, the method comprising the steps of: analysing the 
or each image in accordance with at least one predefined composition rule; for the or each 
image selecting an image boundary the shape of which, in accordance with said analysis, 
best fits said image; applying the boundary to the at least one image to produce a processed 
image; and placing the at least one processed image within said display area. 

Preferably the analysing step comprises identifying one or more features of compositional 
significance and/or identifying a number of regions of interest within the image. A region 
of interest generally denotes some feature within the image. A region of compositional 
significance can be a region of interest or a region which is not interesting, for example, 
background. A single region or a combination of regions of interest is then selected and 
the at least one composition rule is applied to the features of compositional significance 
that are located within and adjacent a selected combination of regions of interest. This 
allows an image or a sub-portion of the image to be analysed to identify regions to be 
included and regions that are to be excluded. The portion of the image can be regarded as a 
composition map as it identifies the included and excluded features of the image. 

Preferably the shape of image boundary that optimally includes the " include" regions and 
optimally excludes the "exclude" regions for each combination of regions in the 
composition map is defined as the best fit. 

Preferably, one or more parameters of the shape of the image boundary may be adjusted to 
optimise this best fit. Preferably the image boundary shape is selected from a plurality of 

geometric shapes. 
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Preferably, once the processed image has been generated, it is positioned in the display area 
in accordance with at least one predetermined placement rule. 

The display area may comprise a predefined arrangement of image boundaries. 
Alternatively, a user may define one or more of the number, position and size of the image 
boundaries. The user may also control one or more parameters of the display area so as to 
control the overall style of the display area, for example, specifying a single generic shape 
(rectangle, ellipse, etc) to be used for all image boundaries in the display area. 

Images, (especially but not exclusively for greeting cards), may have a border added whose 
colour and style is chosen automatically. The colour of the border may be selected on the 
basis of the dominant colours in the image. Thus, for example, the border colour chosen 
could be automatically selected to match a strongly salient colour in the image - such as a 
red dress. 

Alternatively, the border colour could be selected so as to match the largest area colour of 
the image. 

Alternatively, the border colour could be chosen to deliberately contrast with one of the 
largest areas of colour of the image. Such as choosing a dark frame for a light image. 

Alternatively a look up table or some other colour mapping method could provide a 
harmonising colour for the dominant colour in the image. 

Many other automatic methods of selecting the border colour by analysing the significant 
colours in the image could be implemented if desired. 

The style (pattern) of the border could also be selected automatically. Thus, for example, 
the style could be a random choice from a set of alternatives, a choice based by the users 
previously recorded preferences, or selected on the basis of the overall texture of the image. 
Various measures of texture would be applicable. For example, whether the image 
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contains a predominance of straight lines, if so, use a border style which is relatively plain 
and straight. If not, then use a slightly patt erned border style. 

Preferably the number of image boundaries placed within the display area is equal to the 
number of original images. However, the number of images and image boundaries need 
not be matched. Thus, for example, if there are more images than holes available in a 
montage template, then some images cannot be used and must be discarded. One basis for 
doing this might be to rank images by size of the regions of interest therein and to exclude 
those images with only small regions of interest. In the case where there are more holes to 
fill in the montage template then each image is used once. Then a search for alternative 
crops from the images may be performed. For example, regions of interest may be 
re-analysed to define sub-regions to be displayed. Thus, if a group of people represented 
one region of interest, then a sub-region may be a close up of a face of one of the people. 

It is thus possible to provide a method of arranging N images within a display area, where 
N is a positive integer greater than zero, the method comprising the steps of: 

i. Selecting an Ith image, where I is a positive integer in the range 1 to N, inclusive; 

ii. Analysing the Ith image in accordance with at least one rule of image composition 
to define at least one include region and at least zero exclude regions; 

iii. Repeating the steps i and ii for all images; 

iv. Selecting for the Ith image an image boundary which, when applied to the Ith 
image, includes the include regions within the boundary and excludes any exclude 
regions; but which also takes account of other ones of the images so as to optimise 
the arrangement of images and image boundaries; 

v. Applying the image boundary to the Ith image to generate an Ith processed image; 
and 

vi. Positioning the 1th image within the display area in accordance with at least one 
positioning rule. 
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Such a method is of use when generating a montage where the images are placed in a 
defined template. 



The analysis may also identify "don't care" regions where those regions or portions of 
those regions may be included within the image boundary so as to aid placement of the 
include region within the boundary. 

There are constraints and problems which are faced in the generation of montages. In the 
case where the arrangement of holes is predefined by the montage template, the 
optimisation problem is that of allocating images to holes. The aspect ratio and size of the 
holes are fixed by the template. It is then a matter of heuristic optimisation to decide which 
image should be used to fill which hole. Thus, wide thin holes may be good for landscapes, 
whereas small square holes may be better for faces. The invention compares images with 
the holes available and generates the best crop for each possible hole/image combination 
and then selects the best overall set such that all the holes are filled with reasonably good 
crops. Thus the optimisation is global across all images. 

In the case of a non-overlapping montage where the system has some latitude in generating 
the arrangement of holes, that is the generic shape used, the number of shapes, choice of 
size and aspect ratio, then the optimisation problem has more degrees of freedom. The 
problem is then not quite as simple as cropping each image independently and then 
rearranging the resulting crops in the display area. However, this approach could be used. 
A better approach is to use a global constraint to ensure that there is an appropriate range of 
shapes to ensure that the montage has an interesting variety of shapes, and also to ensure 
that the shapes fit together in a pleasing manner. One way of achieving this is to pick a 
subset of key images, typically less than five, and generate the best independent crops for 
these and then place them in the display area such that they are large and fairly well 
distributed. A set of smaller crop boundaries may then be generated to fill the remaining 
space in the display area. The allocation of the remaining images to the holes is then 
optimised in a way similar to that for the predetermined template. 
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In one embodiment of the invention, relating to the generation of overlapping montages, a 
plurality of image boundaries are placed within the display area with each image boundary - 
overlapping or being overlapped by at least a portion of another image boundary to form an 
overlapping montage of images. In this case, the analysing step further comprises 
identifying "don't care" regions of the composition map. The "don't care" regions are 
regions of or regions adjacent the selected combinations of regions of interest that may 
optionally be excluded from the processed image. Preferably the overlapping portions of 
the image montage comprise the "don't care" regions. The don't care regions need not be 
explicitly calculated if "include" and "exclude" regions are defined since the don't care 
regions are what's left. 

According to a second aspect of the present invention there is provided a method of 
arranging a plurality of images within a display area, the method comprising the steps of: 
analysing each of said plurality of images in accordance with at least one compositional 
rule to thereby identify one or more regions of each image to be excluded from said image; 
placing said analysed images within said display area, such that some images overlap a 
portion of at least one other image, whereby said overlapping portions obscure one or more 
of said regions to be excluded. 

Preferably the regions to be excluded for images that are not themselves obscured by 
overlapping portions are cropped from the image. Preferably the analysing step of this 
second aspect of the present invention is the same as that as for the first aspect of the 
present invention and identifies the regions to be excluded from the images. 

Preferably the analysis also identifies "don't care" regions which may be partially or wholly 
overlapped by another image. 

Preferably the placement of the overlapping images within the display area is determined 
by one or more parameters of the images. Such parameters may include the composition of 
the image, the overall brightness of the image or the contrast between regions of interest 
and remaining portions of the image. These parameters may be adjustable by a user. 



7 

According to a third aspect of the present invention there is provided an image processing 
apparatus for arranging a number of images within a display area, comprising: an input- 
arranged to receive said images; an image processor coupled to said input and arranged to 
arrange said images in accordance with the method according to the first or second aspect 
of the invention; and an output coupled to said image processor arranged to output said 
arrangement of images within the display area. 

According to a fourth aspect of the present invention the image processing apparatus of the 
third aspect of the present invention is provided in combination with an image capture 
device, wherein the input of the image processing system is arranged to receive the 
captured images from the image capture device. 

Preferably the output of the image processing system is coupled to an image storage device. 
The image storage device may be a separate computer, computer hard disk, or any other 
suitable storage medium. 

Preferably the output of the image processing system is coupled to a printer, thereby 
allowing hard copies of the arrangement of the images to be printed out. 

According to a fifth aspect of the present invention there is provided a computer program 
product comprising computer readable instructions for causing a computer to execute the 
method of the first or second aspects of the present invention. 

The present invention will now be described, by way of example, with reference to the 
accompanying figures, in which: 

Figure 1 schematically illustrates the application of an embodiment of the present invention 
to generate a greetings card; 

Figure 2 schematically illustrates a finished greeting card. 



8 

Figure 3 schematically illustrates the application of an embodiment of the present invention 
to the generation of a photo-montage; 

Figure 4 schematically illustrates an embodiment of the present invention to generate a free 
form photo-montage; 

Figure 5 shows an image to which embodiments of the present invention may be applied; 

Figure 6 shows the image of Figure 5 having areas of averaged colour and intensity merged 
together; 

Figure 7 shows a compositional significance map of the image shown in Figure 5; and 

Figure 8 schematically illustrates an image processing system constituting an embodiment 
of the present invention. 

Figure 1 schematically illustrates the operation of an embodiment of the present invention 
in relation to the generation of a greeting card or the like. The user presents an image 1 
that is to be the subject of the greeting card. The image may be downloaded from a 
camera, or selected from a user's "album" of images or selected from a pre-prepared store 
of images. In Figure I the image 1 has four distinct areas of compositional significance, 
namely: the sky 2, the building 3 substantially in the centre of the image, the ground 4 and 
the partial tree 5 on the far left hand side of the image. The image 1 shown is a particular 
example where the composition of the image may be improved by removing the partial 
area of significance, in this case the tree 5, from the very edge of the image. An area, or 
feature, of compositional significance is any area or feature of the image that may be used 
by a compositional rule. Such features of significance may include regions of interest, 
horizon positions, significantly contrasting boundaries between regions of the image, areas 
of intense colour or brightness, areas of low intensity, brightness or contrast (i.e. probably 
boring areas) and "busy" regions of the image. A region of interest is an area of an image 
that constitutes a subject. An image may include more than one region of interest. 
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The image is analysed (as described hereinafter) to identify regions of interest and the areas 
of compositional significance and to apply one or more rules of composition to the image- 
on the basis of the identified areas. Such a rule of composition may be the rule of thirds, 
where the image is sub-divided by two parallel horizontal and two parallel vertical lines in 
a manner of a noughts and crosses board and areas of significance that are be included are 
positioned on the intersections, or close to the intersections, of the horizontal and vertical 
lines. Another possible rule of composition would be to remove any areas of significance 
located at the very edge of the total image. 

After performing this analysis one or more composition maps are generated for the image. 
Each composition map defines a combination of "include" regions of interest and 
"exclude" regions of significance. The "include" and "exclude" regions are determined by 
applying the selected rules of composition in conjunction with the features of 
compositional significance appropriate to the particular combination of regions of 
significance. It will be appreciated that a more refined allocation system having a number 
of different "rankings" may be applied. 

A plurality of predefined, generic shapes that are provided as image boundaries 6-11 are 
shown. These include a square 6, a rectangle 7, an ellipse 8, an circle 9, a star 10 and a 
triangle 11. This list is not exhaustive and more complex, and indeed non-geometric, 
shapes may also provided. 

A matching process is applied to each of the generic image boundaries 6 to 11 so as to 
determine the best fit of region of interest combination with image boundary. The best fit 
is the pairing of generic image boundary and the composition map that includes as many of 
the "include" regions of the image as possible, whilst excluding as many of the "exclude" 
regions as possible. That is to say. the best fit is provided by that shape of image boundary 
that provides an image that best conforms to the selected rules of composition. The best fit 
is generally, but not necessarily, the generic shape of image boundary that not only 
excludes the "exclude" regions and includes the "include" regions, but also minimises large 
boring areas of the image. The best fit may be determined by applying a set of heuristic 
rules to the bounded images that generate a "penalty" for the bounded image. The 
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penalties generated by each rule may be combined as a weighted sum for the image, and the 
weighted sum for each image/boundary combination used to determine the best fits. One- 
such method is described in the applicants co-pending UK application, GB003 1423.7. It 
will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that other known methods of image 
evaluation may be used instead of, or in addition to, this method. Parameters of the shape 
of the image boundaries, including the aspect ratio, may be varied to best accomplish this. 
The image boundary shape parameters will vary depending on the generic shape. For 
example, for the rectangle 7 the aspect ratio may be varied, yet for the star 10 the number 
of arms and their length relative to the star size may be varied. 

The best fit of the predefined image boundaries 6 to 11 is selected as the final image 
boundary. The boundary is then used to crop the image so as to create a processed image. 
The processed image is then applied to the available display area, which in the case of a 
greetings card is typically the rectangular front of the card. The display area layout i.e. the 
arrangement of the or each processed image on the display area can also be varied. The 
position and size of each processed image as defined by its image boundary on the display 
area may be varied. If an image boundary has already been matched to a composition map 
for an image then adjustment of the size of the image boundary on the display area causes a 
corresponding scaling of the image within the image boundary. 

Thus, supposing that the automatic analysis had been applied to the image 1 of Figure 1, 
the compositional rules would identify the regions of compositional significance 2, 3, 4 and 
5. Of these, the regions 3 and 5. that is the castle and partial tree would be identified as 
regions of interest, whereas regions 2 and 4, that is the sky and ground, would be identified 
as boring areas. The analysis then identifies the areas as follows: 



REGION STATUS 

2 Don't care 

3 Include 

4 Don't care 

5 Exclude 
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The algorithm may then seek to apply a boundary from the generic shapes, based on the 
image analysis and the shape of a target display area. In this case the target display area is. 
defined by the perimeter 12 of the greeting card. 

The fitting process may scale or rotate the generic shapes. Thus, for example, a quarter 
rotation of ellipse 8 to generate an image boundary 13 framing the castle 3 and excluding 
the tree 5 may be presented to the user as a finished card, as shown in Figure 2. 

The colour and texture/pattern of the border 12a of the finished card may also be selected 
automatically, or semi-automatically. Thus the compositional rules could be used to 
identify the dominant or significant colours in the image. The border may then be selected 
so as to match, compliment or contrast with the image based on a knowledge of commonly 
accepted colour matching rules (which may vary with geographical region around the 
world) or with knowledge of the user's preferences. Such user preference data may be 
entered by the user in a set up mode, or may be deduced from previous times where a user 
has selected a border. 

Similarly pattern or ornament of the border may be automatically selected based on an 
analysis of the content of the image and the use of rules concerning border selection. 

Although in the embodiment of the invention just described the entire process is performed 
automatically, in other embodiments the user may provide some input to the process. For 
example, the user may select the particular generic shape of the image boundary that is to 
be used. In addition, or alternatively, a number of alternative pairings of image boundary 
shape and region of interest combination may be presented to the user for final selection. 

Figure 3 shows the application of the present invention to the generation of a 
photo-montage. A predefined photo-montage template 14 is shown in wh.ch a number of 
image boundaries 15 are located. The image template 14 may be entirely predefined, or a 
user may be able to generate a template 14 by controlling one or more template parameters. 
The template may also be created automatically or semi-automatically based on a 
combination of the content of the source images and the user's preferences. Suitable 
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template parameters may include the choice of one or more generic shapes for the image 
boundaries, the range of variation of boundary shapes to be permitted, the ininimum and/or- 
maximum number of boundaries to be used or the distance between individual boundaries. 
This list is not to be considered as being exhaustive. The image boundaries may, for 
example, be geometric shapes as shown in Figure 3. In this example, the image boundaries 
are all elliptical, however other shapes, for example, rectangles may be used or mixtures of 
shapes may be used. Also shown are two images 16 and 18. In practice a larger number of 
images will be available, the number of images being substantially the same as the number 
of image boundaries 15 included within the photo-montage template 14. However, it is not 
necessary to have exactly the same number of images as there are image boundaries 15 
within the template 14. Each image is analysed in the same manner as that described in 
relation to Figures 1 and 2, and each of the image boundaries 15 making up the montage 
template 14 is fitted to each analysed image or vice versa. In this way the most appropriate 
image is matched with the most appropriate image boundary. For example an ellipse 20 
(shown in chain line) may be the most appropriate image boundary for the first image 16. 
Equally, a circle 22 (shown in chain line) may be the most appropriate image boundary for 
the second image 18. The same image may be used more than once where the total number 
of images is less than the total number of image outlines 15 in the montage template. In 
this case, different region of interest combinations, as defined by the composition maps, 
may be selected such that a number of different image boundaries 15 may be fitted to a 
single image. For example, where an image has two discrete "include" of regions of 
interest, two separate image boundaries may be fitted to respective regions and each 
processed image boundary applied to the montage. Equally, where the total number of 
images available exceeds the number of image boundaries available in the montage 
templates 14, those images having the least satisfactory fit of regions of interest 
combination and image boundary 1 5 will be discarded. The fitting of images to boundaries 
may be performed using a crop penalty analysis. Thus a crop penalty metric may be 
obtained for the best crop of each image/hole combination. Any image/hole combinations 
which cause "include" regions to be cropped or which leave empty space within the hole 
are penalised. Combinations which cause exclude regions to be included may be either 
automatically discarded, or maintained with a very large penalty - just in case they feature 
in one of the best solutions to the fitting problem. An allocation of images to holes is then 
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found such that each hole is filled by an image and that different images are presented at 
different holes although if necessary images may be reused, or some may be excluded. The. 
combination of images and hole pairs that minimises the crop penalty is the likely best 
solution to the montage arrangement. Thus allocation of images to holes is globally 
optimised for the montage. 

The user may select some images as "key" images. These images may be preferentially 
weighted such that they constitute an increased proportion of the overall display area. In 
this way the "key" images will tend to be allocated to larger holes in the montage. 

Figure 4 illustrates the generation of a "free form" photo-montage in accordance with an 
embodiment of the present invention. A "free form" photo-montage comprises a number 
of images overlapping each other at the edges, with (generally) no space in between the 
images. The amount that each image is overlapped with another image is selected to mask 
unwanted parts of the image from view. In this embodiment of the invention a central 
image 24 is first chosen, the central image being chosen on the grounds of a large, strongly 
contrasting subject, for example. The selection may either be manually performed by the 
user, or analysis of the available images may be performed by the image processor in 
accordance with one or more of the previously mentioned composition rules and a suitable 
image thus selected. 

Regardless of the method of selection, the central image must be analysed as previously 
discussed to determine the "include" and "exclude" regions (and by implication "don't 
care" regions). A further image 26 is then analysed in a similar manner to define the 
"include" and "exclude" regions for the further image 26. The two images are 
subsequently overlapped in such a manner that "exclude" regions of one of the images are 
masked from view by a portion of the other image. Subsequent additional images 28, 30, 
32 and 34 are analysed and added in a similar manner, further adding to the montage. Thus 
for a Tree form' photo-montage the image boundary for each individual image is defined 
by the edges of the overlapping images. 
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If the subsequently added images are to be overlaid on top of existing images, then the 
images to be added are preferably cropped along those regions that are to cover the existing 
montage so as to remove any "exclude" regions and optionally some or all of the "don't 
care" regions from that side. For example, consider that the subsequent image 26 is the 
first image to be added to the central image 24. The hatched area 40 represents that portion 
of the central image 24 that constitutes an "exclude" region. However, the small area 42 to 
the right of the subsequent image 26 is an "exclude" region of the additional image 26. 
This additional area 42 must be cropped from the image 26 prior to that image being placed 
over the central image 24 and overlapping the hatched area 40. Thus the "exclude" region 
of the added image 26 has been removed by cropping, and the "exclude" area of the central 
image 24 has been hidden from view by overlaying the remainder of the added image 26. 

The cropping has been illustrated as being rectangular, but this is not necessarily so. 
Cropping may occur along a curved path, for example along or adjacent the edge of an 
"include" object, such as a figure of person, or along a boundary of the type discussed with 
reference to Figures 1 and 2, i.e. other geometric shapes. 

When all of the images have been added to the montage any remaining "exclude" regions 
at the edge of the montage are removed by cropping. Various additional features may be 
included in the generation of the montage based on the image analysis. For example, the 
size of the individual images comprising the montage may be gradually reduced from the 
centre towards the edge. A further example would be to select images for the montage that 
generate a gradually darkening overall tone of the montage from the centre towards the 
edge, or from top to bottom. 

In a further embodiment of the invention, a subset of all of the available images may be 
selected as key images. The selection may be on the basis of the image analysis or may 
simply be a manual choice by the user. The most appropriate image boundary for each key 
image is then selected as previously described and positioned on the display area in a 
relatively dominant manner. Image boundaries are then subsequently defined for the 
smaller areas to fill the gaps between the already placed key image boundaries. The image 
analysis is preferably not done on a -one by one" basis but instead is a "global" fit of the 
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available images. This approach can be used for both overlapping and non-overlapping 
montages. 



An alternative embodiment for generating "free form" montages is also contemplated. 
Given a number of images, each image is analysed in the same manner as described in 
relation to Figures 1 and 2. A number of generic image boundary shapes are available, as 
previously described, and the best fit between each image and image boundary is generated. 

In addition to identifying "include" and "exclude" regions as described previously, in this 
embodiment further "don't care" regions are also identified. These are regions of the 
image that do not strongly conform to the heuristic rules used to identify the "include" and 
"exclude" regions and are regions that may optionally be included or excluded from the 
image boundary so as to optimise the overall fit of the image, or combination or regions of 
interest, to an image boundary. 

The image boundaries are then placed on the display area with one or more portions of one 
image boundary overlapping at least one other image boundary. Those regions of an image 
boundary that are overlapped and are thus obscured from view may only be the remaining 
previously identified "don't care" regions. 

The arrangement of the image boundaries may be entirely automated and determined by 
optimisation of the number of "don't care" regions that are obscured. Alternatively the 
user may control the placement of the image boundaries, although the degree of overlap 
may still be determined using the "don't care" regions. 

In the described embodiments of the invention the image analysis requires the selection of 
regions of interest from each individual image. 

Various schemes are known for selecting an area of interest from an electronically captured 
image. One such known scheme is described in the present applicants co-pending UK 
patent application number 0031423.7 entitled "automatic cropping of electronic images". 
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A brief summary of the scheme disclosed in GB0031423.7 will now be described for the 
sake of completeness. 

Figure 5 shows an electronic image 50 that shows a girl 52 on a swing, in approximately 
the centre of the image. There is also an area to the bottom left of the image in which some 
flowers 54 are prominent in the foreground Additionally, part of a small boy and an 
adult's arm can be seen at the right hand edge 56 of the image. It will be appreciated that 
although only shown using a greyscale image to aid reproduction, the original image was in 
colour. 

Firstly, the image 50 is processed in such a way that areas of similar colour, intensity and 
texture are merged into areas having a uniform colour and intensity. This can be seen with 
reference to Figure 6. The main parts of the flowers 54 have been merged to areas of 
uniform colour 58, as have the girl's face 64 and trousers 62. Large areas of the 
background have also been merged into areas of uniform colour, for example the tree 60 on 
the left hand side of the image. The techniques for merging the areas of similar colour are 
well known. For example, the image may be converted into a format having a compressed 
colour variation and then adjacent areas of similar colour or intensity may then be merged. 
Similarly, small areas surrounded by larger areas of similar colour or intensity may also be 
merged into the larger area. 

The resultant image is then further processed by comparing adjacent parts of the image 
with each other and assigning a rating to each part of the image indicative of the difference 
in colour and intensity between adjacent parts of the image. Using the ratings a further 
image, referred to as the saliency image, is generated in which the brightness of an area of 
the image is proportional to the difference in averaged colour and intensity of adjacent 
areas or is a function of the amount by which the colour differs from a colour or colours 
that have been judged to the background colours. The saliency image for the image picture 
of Figure 5 is shown in Figure 7. It can be seen that the girl 52 and flowers 54 are 
significantly brighter than other areas of the image. It should also be noted that although 
the girl is a single object in the real world, her face and clothing are represented by 
different values in the saliency image. If desirable further analysis such as face detection or 
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proximity or similarity grouping can be applied, for example to stop single real world 
objects being identified as many different objects. 



Having identified areas of significance within an image one or more compositional rules 
are applied to the saliency image to identify the "include" and "exclude" regions. For 
example, an area of interest located at the very edge of an image may be interpreted as a 
incomplete picture element and would therefore be denoted as an "exclude" region. 
Other known methods of selecting areas of interest from an image may equally be applied 
to the present invention. 

Figure 8 schematically illustrates an image processing system constituting an embodiment 
of the present invention. The image processing system 66 has two inputs, an image input 
68 arranged to receive an image 70 and an image boundary input 72. The image input 68 is 
connected to one or more image sources. In the embodiment shown in Figure 8, the image 
input 68 is connected to an electronic camera 80 and also to a storage device 82, such as a 
hard disk drive or memory card, that has one or more previously captured images 
electronically stored. The image boundary input 72 is arranged to receive one or more of 
the predetermined image boundaries, together with the user defined boundaries and defined 
montage templates. These are stored in an image boundary memory 74. The two inputs 
and the image boundary memory are connected to an image processor 76 that performs the 
image analysis and the fitting of the image boundary or boundaries to the image 70. The 
results of the processing are passed to an image output 78 arranged to provide the image 
bounded by the appropriate image boundary. The image output 78 is connected to one or 
more output devices. In the embodiment shown the image output is connected to a further 
storage device 84 and a printing device 86. The image processing system may be integral 
with an image capture system in which case the framed or montage image may be directly 
downloaded to another device such as a printer or computer. Indeed, the image processing 
system may also be integral with a printer itself so that the framed or montage image may 
be printed immediately. The above apparatus can also be used in the generation of free 
form montages. 
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CLAIMS 



A method of arranging at least one image within a display area, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

analysing the at least one image in accordance with at least one predefined 
composition rule; 

selecting an image boundary the shape of which, in accordance with said 
analysis, best fits said image; 

applying the image boundary to the at least one image to produce a processed 
image; and 

placing said at least one processed image within said display area. 

A method of arranging at least one image within a display area as claimed in claim 
1, wherein the analysing step comprises identifying one or more regions of 
compositional significance, and applying at least one compositional rule to identify 
regions which should be included within the processed image. 

A method of arranging at least one image within a display area as claimed in claim 
1 or 2, wherein the analysing step comprises identifying one or more regions of 
compositional significance, and applying at least one compositional rule to identify 
regions which should be excluded from the processed image. 

A method as claimed in claim 2 or 3, wherein the image boundary shapes are 
compared with the image, and those shapes which include the regions which should 
be included and exclude the regions which should be excluded are presented to a 
user as acceptable solutions. 

A method as claimed in claim 4, in which the boundary shape that best includes the 
features to be included and best excludes the features to be excluded is presented to 
the user as the best fit. 
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A method of arranging at least one image as claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein one or more parameters of said shape of image boundary is adjusted ta 
optimise said best fit. 

A method of arranging at least one image as claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein said image boundary shape is selected from a plurality of geometric shapes. 

A method of arranging at least one image as claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein said display area comprises a predefined arrangement of image boundaries. 

A method of arranging at least one image as claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein one or more from the number, position, size, shape and aspect ratio of said 
image boundaries is defined by a user. 

A method of arranging at least one image as claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein one or more parameters of the style of the display area are controlled by a 
user. 

A method of arranging at least one image as claimed in any one of the preceding 
claim, wherein the number of image boundaries placed within said display area is 
equal to the number of images. 

A method of arranging a number of images as claimed in claim 2 or any one of 
claims 3 to 11 when dependant on claim 2. wherein the number of image 
boundaries placed within said display area equals a number of selected 
combinations of regions of interest to be included, said selection being controlled 
by at least one heuristic rule. 
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A method of arranging a number of images as claimed in any preceding claim, 
wherein a plurality of image boundaries are placed within said display area, each- 
image boundary overlapping at least a portion of one other of said image 
boundaries. 

A method of arranging a number of images as claimed in claim 13, when dependent 
on any one of claims 2 or 3 wherein said analysing step further comprises 
identifying "don't care" regions of images, said "don't care" regions comprising 
regions that may be optionally excluded from said image boundary. 

A method of arranging a number of images as claimed in claim 14, wherein said 
overlapping portions comprise said "don't care" regions. 

A method of arranging a plurality of images within a montage, whereby once the 
template for the montage has been defined, the images are analysed and fitted to the 
template as a function of how well the ensemble of the images fits. 

A method of arranging a plurality of images within a display area, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

analysing each of said plurality of images in accordance with at least one 
compositional rule to thereby identify one or more regions of each image to be 
excluded from said image; 

placing said analysed images within said display area, such that some images 
overlap a portion of at least one other image, whereby said overlapping portions 
obscure one or more of said regions to be excluded. 

A method of arranging a number of images as claimed in claim 17, wherein regions 
to be excluded for each image that are not obscured by said overlapping portions 
are cropped from said image. 

A method of arranging a plurality of images within a display area as claimed in 
claim 17 or 18. wherein the method further comprises identifying "don't care" 
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regions which may be wholly or partially overlapped by another image. 



A method of arranging a number of images according to claim 17, 18 or 19 
wherein said analysing step comprises: 

identifying one or more features of compositional significance; 

identifying a number of regions of interest; 

selecting at least one combination of one or more of said regions of interest; 

applying said at least one composition rule to those said features of 
compositional significance located within said selected combination of regions of 
interest to thereby identify "must include" and "must exclude" regions of said 



A method of arranging a number of images according to any one of claims 1 7 to 20, 
wherein placement of said images is controlled by one or more parameters of said 



A method of arranging a number of images according to claim 21, wherein said 
parameters are adjustable by a user. 

A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, in which a border colour 
for the or each image is selected automatically based on an analysis of colour 
distribution in at least one of the images. 

A method as claimed in claim 23, wherein only one image is analysed and a border 
colour is selected for that image. 

An image processing system for arranging a number of images within a display 
area, comprising: 

an input arranged to receive said images; 

an image processor coupled to said input and arranged to arrange said images in 
accordance with the method of any one of claims 1 to 24; and 

an output coupled to said image processor arranged to output said arrangement 
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of images within the display area. 



26. An image processing system according to claim 25 in combination with an image 
capture device, wherein said input: is arranged to receive captured images from said 
image capture device. 

27. An image processing system according to claim 25 or 26, wherein said output is 
coupled to an image storage device. 

28. An image processing system according to any one of claims 25 to 27, wherein said 
output is coupled to a printer to thereby print said image arrangement 

29. A computer program product comprising computer readable instructions for 
causing a data processor to execute the method as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 

24. 
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